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General Characteristics
Puerto Rico 

• Housing Units: 1,526,801

• Occupied Units: 1,165,982 (76.3%)

• Vacant Units: 360,819 (23.6%)

• Vacation homes, etc.: 115,441

• “Other vacant”: 245,378







Las parcelas, 1960

Puerto Nuevo, 1948





Housing Costs for Households with Incomes Lower Than $50,000 

Source: Census Bureau & Habitat for Humanity campaign “Cost of Home”









Damages Caused by Recent Disasters

Weather and Related 
Disasters Date Total Unadjusted Costs 

($ millions)

Hurricane Irma September 2017 $50,000

Hurricane Maria September 2017 $90,000

Hurricane Dorian September 2019 $1,610

Southern Earthquakes January 2020 $165

Hurricane Fiona September 2022 $2,510

Total $144,285

Source: NOAA, National Centers for Environmental Information; Departamento de la Vivienda, Plan de Acción Terremotos 



Source: FEMA State Profiles on Disaster Funding 

Federal Funds for Post Disaster Recovery



Puerto Rico: Damage Hotspots, Hurricane Eye Wall and  
Special Communities

Fuente: OpenFema; Junta de Planificación de Puerto Rico; NOAA; Análisis del CNE



Puerto Rico: FEMA Applicants Reporting Home Damages
2017-2022 Disasters



Puerto Rico: Percent of FEMA Applicants that Reported Home Damages 
and Received Monetary Assistance
Universe: Applicants without insurance and with incomes <$30k 
2017-2022 Disasters







Puerto Rico: Accumulated Post María Federal Expenditures
y Type of Contractor



Variables and Sources of Information
Demographic variables Source

Age groups US Census Bureau

median age US Census Bureau

Sex US Census Bureau

Race US Census Bureau

Birth and mortality US Census Bureau

Population with functional diversity US Census Bureau

Economic variables Source

Employment for the population 
aged 16 or over US Census Bureau

Median age of workers from 16 to 
64 years old US Census Bureau

Employment by industrial sector US Census Bureau

Wages US Census Bureau and BLS

Salaries by industry US Census Bureau and BLS

Labor force situation US Census Bureau and BLS

Population under poverty levels US Census Bureau

Low to Moderate Income (LMI) 
Households HUD

Transport variables Source

Number of vehicles per household US Census Bureau

Mode of transportation to work US Census Bureau

Workplace US Census Bureau

Household variables Source

Number of households and age 
profile US Census Bureau

Average household size US Census Bureau

Household composition/type of 
household US Census Bureau

Relationship of families per 
household US Census Bureau

Elderly people and grandparents 
in charge of households US Census Bureau and PUMS

Housing Variables Source

Number of homes US Census Bureau

Housing occupancy rate US Census Bureau

Uses of vacant homes (types) US Census Bureau

Units per structure US Census Bureau

Tenure US Census Bureau

Years of construction of the 
houses US Census Bureau

Lack of basic services US Census Bureau

Percentage of loan or rent 
payment in relation to income US Census Bureau

Housing Variables (Cont.) Source

Homes available on the market Online Classifieds Home Inventory; 
supplemental data by Estudios Técnicos.

Home sales OCIF; HMDA; hud

Housing Problems Consolidated Planning/CHAS Data

Section 8 HUD

LIHTC Projects HUD; Housing Department

Public housing Public Housing Administration

Fair Housing US Census Bureau; HUD

Homeless people (housing) Puerto Rico Statistics Institute

Natural disasters and the recovery 
process

CNE; Dept. of Housing; Government of 
Puerto Rico; HUD; RAND

Soil condition variables Source

Flood-prone and landslide areas USGS; FEMA

Land use and land available for 
development Planning Board

Public infrastructure AAA; AEE/LUMA; FHWA; Environmental 
quality board;

Source: State Housing Plan, Presentation for the Technical Advisory Group; 
Prepared by Estudios Técnicos



Variables and Sources of Information

Entity Reference

CNE Home Reconstruction Monitoring Dashboard

Reimagine Puerto Rico: Housing Sector Report (published June 20, 
2018 and revised September 21, 2018)

Housing Department CDBG-MIT Action Plan (draft for public comments: FEB-MAR2023)

CDBG-DR Action Plan (Irma & María: effective date February 17, 2023)

CDBG-DR Action Plan (earthquakes; draft for public comments: NOV-
DEC2020)

Dashboard R3

Dashboard CDBG-DR to LIHTC

Title Authorization Dashboard

Social Interest Housing Dashboard

Rental Assistance Dashboard

Buyer Assistance Dashboard

PR Government Build Back Better PR: Application for Federal Disaster Recovery 
Assistance (2017)

Transformation and Innovation in the Wake of the Devastation: An 
Economic and Disaster Recovery Plan for Puerto Rico (2018)

Puerto Rico Home Investment Partnerships American Recue Plan 
Program (Home-Arp: draft for public comment dated March 13, 2023)

Entity Reference

HMDA HMDA Dataset (available for years 2018-2021)

HUD Housing Damage Assessment and Recovery Strategies Report Puerto 
Rico (June 29, 2018)

Comprehensive Housing Market Analysis (September 1, 2017)

Consolidated Planning/CHAS Data (available for the years 2000, 2005-
2007 and 2006-2019)

LIHTC Database (data available until 2020)

Multifamily assistance & Section 8 database (data available through 
March 30, 2023)

PR Statistics Institute Homeless count report (data available for the years 2007, 2011, 2015, 
2017, 2019 and 2022)

RAND
Modernizing Puerto Rico's Housing Sector Following Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria: Post-Storm Challenges and Potential Courses of Action 
(2020)

US Census Bureau American Community Survey (ACS 2016-2021: 5 years estimates) and 1 
yr

Decennial Census (2020)

Economic Census (2017)

OCIF Financial activity report for Puerto Rico (2020)

Housing market activity (2019-2021)

Source: State Housing Plan, Presentation for the Technical Advisory Group; Prepared by Estudios Técnicos.

https://grupocne.org/2021/11/03/dashboard-de-monitoreo-de-reconstruccion-de-viviendas/
https://grupocne.org/reimagina-puerto-rico/
https://grupocne.org/reimagina-puerto-rico/
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/download/cdbg-mit-action-plan-amendment-2-substantial-draft-for-public-comments-from-february-17-to-march-19-2023/?ind=1676675003844&filename=2023%2002%2017_ADM_POLI_CDBG-MIT%20APA2%20(Substantial)_EN_v1.pdf&wpdmdl=35200&refresh=6435e938a817b1681254712
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/download/action-plan-amendment-10-nonsubstantial-effective-on-february-16-2023/?ind=1676677455854&filename=ADM_POLI_Action%20Plan_Amendment%2010%20-%20NONSUBSTANTIAL_EN.pdf&wpdmdl=35213&refresh=64369bda0a8801681300442
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/download/1st-action-plan-amendment-substantial-for-the-2019-2020-earthquakes-dr-4473-pr-and-2020-tropical-storm-isaias-and-dr-4560-pr-response/?ind=1667619981875&filename=ADM_POLI_Action%20Plan_CDBG-DR%20EQK%20APA1%20Substantial_ENG_11%204%202022_.pdf&wpdmdl=30542&refresh=6435eae656d211681255142
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/download/1st-action-plan-amendment-substantial-for-the-2019-2020-earthquakes-dr-4473-pr-and-2020-tropical-storm-isaias-and-dr-4560-pr-response/?ind=1667619981875&filename=ADM_POLI_Action%20Plan_CDBG-DR%20EQK%20APA1%20Substantial_ENG_11%204%202022_.pdf&wpdmdl=30542&refresh=6435eae656d211681255142
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/transparency-portal/transparency-reports/housing-reports/r3-dashboard/
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/transparency-portal/transparency-reports/housing-reports/litch-dashboard-pbi/
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/transparency-portal/transparency-reports/housing-reports/title-clearance-dashboard-pbi/
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/transparency-portal/transparency-reports/housing-reports/social-interest-housing-dashboard/
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/transparency-portal/transparency-reports/housing-reports/rental-assistance-program-dashboard/
https://cdbg-dr.pr.gov/en/transparency-portal/transparency-reports/housing-reports/hba-dashboard/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Build_Back_Better_PR.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Build_Back_Better_PR.pdf
https://prsciencetrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/pr-transformation-innovation-plan.pdf
https://prsciencetrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/pr-transformation-innovation-plan.pdf
https://www.afv.pr.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/draft-home-arp-allocation-plan.pdf
https://www.afv.pr.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/draft-home-arp-allocation-plan.pdf
https://ffiec.cfpb.gov/data-browser/data/2021?category=states&items=PR
https://spp-pr.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2018/07/HUD-Housing-Damage-Assessment-Recovery-Strategies-6-29-18.pdf
https://spp-pr.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2018/07/HUD-Housing-Damage-Assessment-Recovery-Strategies-6-29-18.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/publications/pdf/PuertoRico-comp.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/cp.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/cp.html
https://lihtc.huduser.gov/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/mfh/exp/mfhdiscl
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/housing/mfh/exp/mfhdiscl
https://estadisticas.pr/en/inventario-de-estadisticas/conteo-de-personas-sin-hogar-e-inventario-de-camas
https://estadisticas.pr/en/inventario-de-estadisticas/conteo-de-personas-sin-hogar-e-inventario-de-camas
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2602.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2602.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2602.html
https://data.census.gov/table?g=040XX00US72$0500000&d=ACS+5-Year+Estimates+Subject+Tables
https://data.census.gov/table?g=040XX00US72$0500000&d=ACS+5-Year+Estimates+Subject+Tables
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/state-by-state/puerto-rico-population-change-between-census-decade.html
https://data.census.gov/table?g=040XX00US72,72$0500000&d=ECNIA+Economic+Census+of+Island+Areas
https://ocif.pr.gov/DatosEstadisticos/Documents/Puerto%20Rico%20Financial%20Activity%20Report%202020.pdf
https://ocif.pr.gov/DatosEstadisticos/Datos%20Estadisticos/Housing%20Market%20Activity.pdf




¡Gracias!
deepak@grupocne.org


